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of his tongue, squeeze the plunger, and swallow the result. 
His speech was an almost unintelligible throaty mumble. 
The constant drool deviled him. It looks harmless, but is 
a symptom which can drive a man to madness more quickly 
than most. 

At first it never occurred to me that I might write about 
Lumbert. What had happened to him was just too damned 
awful. Surely you couldn't do anything for him except grant 
him the privacy of his horror. I thought that privacy was 
the only thing he had left; surely never again could he 
have normal friends, live comfortably with his family, or 
appear on a street. Not with that gargoyle face. 

But gradually as the weeks went by it occurred to me 
that Lumbert was looking better. His lower jaw was com- 
ing up and that upper lip no longer flapped quite so list- 
lessly. I asked the doctors about it and got a surprising 
answer. 

"We think well be able to give him a good result. Not 
as he was, of course. You can't graft bone in the upper jaw. 
But he'll have a face that he won't have to be ashamed of 
and he'll be able to use it. Not the same face, not as good 
a face, but a face." 
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"How long will it take?" 

"That's hard to say. A year, eighteen months, maybe two 
years. It takes time." 

And so I went to see Lumbert. 

"I've an idea I ought to write a piece about you," I said. 
"Maybe I'm wrong, so I'm leaving it up to you. I don't 
want to make a public spectacle of you, but it might serve 
some good to tell in plain language what happened to you 
and how they're going to put you back together. There are 
several reasons why I hesitate to do it. The big one is you, 
and the next biggest is your wife." 

Lumbert made a noise that sounded a lot like a chuckle. 
He nodded his head and tried a couple of times and then 
began to talk. Part of it he had to write because I couldn't 
understand, but we made out pretty well on the whole. 

"Sure," he said. "You write it, an<J 1 11 give you what 
help I can. My wife knows all about this. I told her every- 
thing, and you don't need to worry about me. I'm not 
sensitive. I think myself it might be a good idea to tell 
people what can happen to a man. And there must be 
others as bad off as I am, or anyhow there will be before 
it's finished. If people can understand what they can do 
for guys like rne, it might be a help. You go ahead." 

And so this, in brief, is how they rebuilt Harold Lumbert. 
Actually it ought to be put in the present and future tenses, 
because as this was written and for many months thereafter 
they would still be working on him. 

The first step was largely one of waiting. It was necessary 
to remove foreign bodies and devitalized tissue and bone 
from the wound, to control the infection and wait for the 
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huge swelling of any severe facial wound to subside before 
the beginning of any definitive surgery. That required 
weeks. 

One of the first definitive procedures was reduction of 
the five fractures of the lower jaw. With the usual broken 
jaw, the sort I owned, the technique is to wire it closed, 
pull it up so that the lower teeth are in tight occlusion with 
the uppers, and then leave it that way for weeks or months, 
depending on the speed of healing and the seriousness of 
fracture. In Lumbert's case there were no upper teeth. 
Primary support had to be obtained from some other 
source. 

They found it by fitting him with a head cap. This was 
a device fashioned of heavy aluminum bars curved to cir- 
cumscribe roughly the contours of the skull. They shaved 
his head, made three small incisions in the scalp, and bored 
three shallow holes in his skull. Three set screws in the 
headpiece were driven into the holes and these held the 
bars solidly in place. It looked like some sort of medieval 
torture device but was comfortable in actuality; not com- 
fortable, really, but not painful either. 

From the headpiece an aluminum chin strap was rigged 
to cup under the broken lower jaw. Set screws through the 
chin strap exerted pressure on the fragments of jawbone, 
and by adjustment of the screws these were brought into 
normal alignment. 

Gadgets the dental surgeons call orthodontic bands, little 
clamps or splints which are bound around individual or 
series of teeth, were attached inside his mouth to help hold 
the thing straight. 
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They had some trouble with it for a while. One piece or 
another of jawbone persisted in slipping out of position. 
However, gradually the jawbone began to heal. 

Meanwhile Dr. Aral Sorenson, chief of plastic surgery 
at Aiea, set about the reconstruction of Lumbert's face. 
It was a job to be initiated at Aiea, but in the end the final 
steps would take place at some plastic surgery center in the 
States. 

The first big problem was to restore continuity of the 
facial tissues — in other words, to close the hole where his 
nose once had been. 

Facial skin and tissue is capable of considerable stretch- 
ing and by undermining, that is loosening the muscle-to- 
bone and skin-to-muscle attachments, it is possible to close 
considerable gaps merely by pulling the edges of a wound 
together with sutures. However, the hole in Lumbert was 
more than two inches long and an inch wide and consider- 
able scar tissue surrounded it. It was impossible to forecast 
certain success, although if the operation worked it would 
save many weeks of time. 

In the first operation the surgeon cut away the rags of 
flesh and scar tissue, undercut enough to loosen the flesh, 
and then pulled the edges together with sutures, making 
a flat surface where Lumbert had once possessed a firm 
nose. 

It didn't succeed too well. The stretch was too great and 
even greater tension would be exerted when it came time 
to build a nose under the skin. The wound gapped open 
between sutures like a fat man's shirt. It looked as though it 
would be necessary to obtain new tissue to complete the job. 
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New tissue was to be obtained from Lumbert's shoulder 
by means of a tube graft, a technique by which living whole 
skin may be leapfrogged from one portion of the body to 
another without ever being separated from the body's cir- 
culatory system. 

The process would require weeks and during one period 
of weeks Lumbert's face and shoulder would be uncom- 
fortably joined by a rolled tube of living skin. 

Once the hole was closed and healed, it would be possible 
to lay the cornerstone of a new nose. The foundation would 
be a wedge of cartilage obtained from a freshly and viol- 
ently killed human cadaver. Cartilage, incidentally, is the 
only structural body substance which may be grafted suc- 
cessfully from one human to another. Neither bone, skin, 
nor muscle will take. The wedge would be mortised into 
the skull at the brow and normally supported at the bottom 
by resting against the patient's upper jaw. However, in 
Lumbert's case no upper jaw remained, and the full me- 
chanical details of his new nose were problems yet to be 
solved. 

The fundamental problem in his case, of course, was that 
the front of his skull was gone. So long as he had neither 
upper jaw nor support for his cheeks and nose he could not 
have a face, nor could he chew. Bone grafting is possible in 
the lower jaw, but not in the upper. To make successful 
bone grafts requires a sterile field, and this is never possible 
in the upper jaw which is corrupted by every mouthful of 
food and every breath. 

Therefore it was necessary to replace the foundation of 
his face artificially. The job was to be accomplished by 
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means of a massive prothetic device, or upper dental plate. 
Prosthetic dentistry has made great strides since the time 
of George Washington's false teeth. In Lumbert s case the 
plate would not merely replace his missing teeth, it would 
also replace his upper jaw, his palate, the separation of his 
nasal passages — the whole front of his skull from the eyes 
down. 

Lumbert wasn't lucky in many things, but he had one bit 
of essential good fortune. The shrapnel had left him two 
solid upper molars on either side at the back of his mouth. 
Without these firm anchors it would have been extremely 
difficult, maybe even impossible, to anchor the gigantic 
dental plate which was to restore the contours of his face 
and the ability to eat. Frontal pressure on the plate was to 
bear against the soft tissue at the front of his mouth and be 
carried through that to solid support high up in his cheeks 
against the hard bone of the eye sockets. 

With plenty of facial tissue, a new nose foundation and 
the underlying skull structure artificially restored, Lumbert 
would enter the tedious final phases of his reconstruction. 

It would require a long series of minor operations in 
which the skin covering and facial muscles would be 
tucked, fitted, stitched, undermined, stretched, com- 
pressed, and delicately adjusted until his face approximated 
the mobility and appearance of the Harold Lumbert, me- 
chanic, who left his family in Aurora to go forth and fight 
for freedom. 

It seemed to me that Lumbert had paid a hell of a price, 
and was not yet finished paying, for his share of freedom. 
Well, the day would come when he could walk back into 
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the world with ease and confidence, if not with complete 
comfort, and not much resembling the handsome kid he 
had once been. And that was much, oh, very much. 

I finished the story and took it around to the doctors one 
by one and they said it was technically correct, if not too 
detailed, and they thought it ought to be published. 

Still, when I read it over I didn't want to take it to Lum- 
bert. It had been one thing talking the project over to- 
gether. It had been simple enough then; he knew and I 
knew that he wasn't a monster, but just a guy who had 
undergone more than his share of pain and discomfort and 
had a lot of it still before him. But when I read the piece it 
looked horrible and it conjured up a monster, a piece of 
flesh which was no longer human. I didn't want him to have 
to read it; I knew I wouldn't have wanted to read it about 
myself. ^ 

But finally he asked me and I had to give it to him. I was 
ashamed to watch him while he read it and scarcely dared 
turn around and look when he began to mumble at the 
finish. 

Well, he had to write it for me. 

"That's the way I wanted it. That's okay," he said. "You 
send that." 

"Boy," I breathed, "you've got more guts than a saint. 
Where'd you get it?" 

"Guts, nothing," he said. "It isn't guts. This is a mechani- 
cal matter and you ought to know it'll come out all right. 
You talked to the docs and they said it would. That's the 
way you wrote it. Besides, I consider myself good and 
lucky. You know that kid out in the quiet room. Take a 
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look at him. Would you rather be me or that kid?" 

I knew the one he meant. Most of the time he lay with a 
sheet over what was left of his head. There was another kid 
in the quiet room with him. They'd been buddies a long 
time and were together on Iwo when they were hit. The 
second kid had drawn a minor flesh wound. By luck they 
had been evacuated together and had been assigned to- 
gether at a forward hospital. 

It was there the surgeons noticed that the slightly hurt 
youngster cared for the other one constantly, fed him, 
washed him, helped him to the head, waited on him like a 
mother. 

The slightly hurt one was so good for the other that the 
doctors had sent them to Aiea together. And here the slight- 
ly hurt one still served his fierce and tender guardianship 
over the other. The one was nearly well and ready for 
return to duty but the doctors kept him because, it was 
obvious, the badly hurt one needed him. 

For six weeks already the whole one had defeated the 
other's restless, unremitting effort to find a mirror, or failing 
that, any shiny surface in which he might see his face. So 
watchful was the other that he had not succeeded, and we 
thought it was well that he had not. 

For, from the tip of his nose down, his face was entirely 
gone. Beneath the eyes he was only a great flaring red hole 
and his tongue lay against his neck. 
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THE CHEERFUL AND HUMBLE 

Hospital humor is generally ribald and probably isn't very 
funny in the home since, by sheer pressure of circumstance, 
it tends to be biological. 

One of my three successive roommates conceived what 
he held to be a wonderful idea. He promoted it assiduously 
both with the doctors and with me. 

He had been hospitalized for a hemorrhoid operation 
and he wished to arrange matters so that one of us could 
assume both our ailments, leaving the other free to go to 
town and get a steak. Between us, he said, we could save 
fifty per cent of our misery. 

The way is was now, he explained, I couldn't eat and he 
didn't dare. 

I thought that was funny, but then in those first weeks at 
Aiea I was willing to laugh at anything and was altogether 
very well pleased with the world. Indeed, a night or so after 
my arrival there I obediently turned out the lights at ten 
o'clock and settled down in my bed. The bed was cool, crisp, 
and clean, I had been fed as well as I could hope under the 
circumstances, and out the window and down the slope in 
the clear blue night twinkled a fairyland of Honolulu's lights . 

I began to feel extremely happy and contented to be alive 
in these wonderful circumstances. It occurred to me that it 
was an excellent experience not to be dead and rotting with 
my throat and eyes full of Iwo's sand. I was overcome by 
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such an access of unalloyed pleasure that I couldn't sleep. 

And I didn't sleep all night. I lay there and got drunk on 
contentment. 

The idea of a patient staying awake just to be happy 
struck the night nurse as a little odd and surely nonregula- 
tion. Twice during those excellent hours she stabbed me 
with needles full of sleep inducer, but I was too happy to be 
knocked out. 

And so, the next morning, I arose full of sleeplessness, 
morphine, and contentment and walked into the bathroom 
to shave the left side of my face. I woke up lying on the 
bathroom floor. 

Inasmuch as I still had a considerable hole through my 
head and should have been sick, my behavior even seemed 
a trifle strange to me until I began to discover that nearly 
everybody felt the same way. Indeed, most of the wounded 
during the first weeks of their hospitalization could have 
posed for models of cheerfulness. 

This peculiar symptom is, I suspect, a direct result of 
getting hit. It is traumatic shock with reverse English. It 
is a matter of contrast. The cleanliness and comfort of fresh 
beds, the lack of responsibility, the consciousness of being 
taken care of are so suddenly and vastly different from the 
discomfort, violence, suspense, and plain, hafd work of 
places like Iwo. Then, too, and mostly this, there is the glad 
surprise of being alive instead of dead. That's a big item. 

One of the happiest men in the hospital was Captain 
Dixie Kiefer, captain of the new Essex class carrier, U.S.S. 
Ticonderoga. I had seen the Ticonderoga hit by two "Kami- 
kaze" suicide planes in January. By the time I reached 
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Aiea the roly-poly Captain Kiefer had been incarcerated 
there for two months and more, but he still seemed to 
move always in a fine golden mist of delight. The second 
of two one-way Japs had billiarded his plane off the forward 
director above Dixie Kiefers bridge. Many of the bridge 
personnel were killed but Kiefer, whose indestructibility 
had been proven twice previously in the same war, was 
merely almost killed. A sizable artery just forward of one 
ear was cut. He controlled that hemorrhage himself by 
pressing his fingers against it for hours, while he stuck to 
the bridge and directed the major fire-fighting job that 
followed the attack. His legs were full of bits of bomb, air- 
plane, and Japanese. His right arm was so sadly shattered 
that, as he loved to explain, he could push the left arm 
through it up to the elbow. 

When I reached Aiea, the cheerful skipper still wore 
a cast that must have weighed twenty pounds but, clad in 
bathrobe, pajamas, and slippers, he trotted happily up and 
down the passageways visiting other customers like a social 
worker. With sunset he would lay aside his pajamas, don 
khaki and gold braid, and sneak out to officers' club dances. 
The cast, he confided, was a distinct tactical advantage at 
a dance. 

"When I get that rock around a gal, she doesn't get 
away," he said. 

Another outstandingly happy man, and well entitled to 
it, was Marine PFC John Philip McMahon of Chicago. This 
twenty-one year old leatherneck had, as a member of C 
Battery 1st Battalion 13th Marines Artillery, dug in one 
night on Iwo. He scooped out an individual foxhole inside 
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a shell crater. Twelve other men dug the same sort of holes 
in the same crater. Sometime in the night a shell came into 
the hole. Out of thirteen, one man lived, and that was PFC 
McMahon. His personal souvenir was a broken ankle bone. 

PFC Bill Staton, also of Chicago, was happy, too, and 
rightfully so. With Headquarters Company 3d Battalion 
21st Marines, Bill had gone ashore on Iwo without previous 
battle experience. The lieutenant commanding his platoon 
was killed and Bill took over, a heavy responsibility for 
his rank and lack of experience. 

And he had had worries enough already, for his wife, 
halfway around the world in Chicago, was in difficulty 
trying to support their four daughters while awaiting the 
birth of a fifth child. 

Bill had leaped into a deep foxhole and was standing 
there urging its two reluctant occupants to move to a better 
location when the explosion came. He woke up fifty-one 
hours later to learn that he had been buried up to the 
neck but that the two others, crouching, had been killed. 

He was hospitalized for severe shock and while there was 
informed, erroneously as it turned out, that the fifth child 
had arrived successfully into the world and was another girl. 

And so, he was pleased. Later it developed that the child 
had not yet arrived and Bill was evacuated to Great Lakes 
hospital and had an opportunity to await its coming in 
Chicago. 

Lt. Cmdr. Carl (Pappy) Estes, who owned fourteen 
newspapers in Texas and an oil well to support each news- 
paper, was old enough to know better than to fight a 
second war, but didn't. He was brought to Aiea after two 
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successive airplanes dropped out from under him and left 
him floating in cold water. 

He was a loss to the fighting Navy but a distinct gain 
to the hospital's morale, even though they did have trouble 
keeping him in bed and visitors out of the room during the 
period when he might have died any minute of internal 
hemorrhage. 

Pappy was full of quaint tricks and robust Texas invective 
and a jealous and abounding love for the "jeep" carriers 
to which he had been assigned. He took his confinement 
blasphemously but with fairly good grace. 

One day all the nurses oti the fourth deck became sud- 
denly gorgeous with orchid corsages, gifts of their recalci- 
trant patients. On Easter Sunday, Pappy 's roommate went 
to the bathroom and came back to find a lop-eared and 
active buck bunny in his bunk. It had cost Pappy $25 
and the United States Navy one full day of a corpsman's 
time to find a live rabbit in Honolulu. 

One day I told him a story concerning two young Texas 
Marines who had staged a pocket Alamo against a dozen 
Japs and had killed them all, although both Marines were 
wounded and one had lost both hands before the battle 
finished. Pappy reached for the telephone while I was still 
talking and began hollering for ten dollars worth of flowers 
to be sent to the armless man's bunk. 

"Hell, no," he yelled. "Don't put mah name on the card. 
Just say from one Texan to another." 

Pappy was as full of conversation as a Christmas goose, 
and any time of the day you were likely to find him squat- 
ting on the edge of some sick kid's bunk. The kid would be 
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contorted with laughter over some rich yarn out of Pappy 's 
busy past. 

There was, for example, the time he was stationed at 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, air station and the Protestant 
chaplain complained in the wardroom one day that the 
attendance at church was pretty thin. 

"Ah don't know nothin' about churches. Ah'm a soldier 
of the Lord but Ah done lost my gun," Pappy told the chap- 
lain. "But Ah don't like to see any man done outa his voca- 
tion by lack of customers. Chaplain, Ah'll come an' look." 

The next Sunday, Pappy repaired to church to make a 
survey of the situation, and it happened to be a Sunday 
when a distinguished pastor had come to address the Navy 
congregation. Not counting Pappy and the chaplain, there 
were eighteen at church. Cmdr. Estes was shocked and 
saddened. He nudged a seaman second class beside him, 
gave him a $100 bill, and sent him to the ship s service store 
to change it into fives. 

When the visiting pastor finished, Pappy arose and 
delivered an oration of his own. 

"Suh," he said, "in behalf of the station personnel and the 
commanding officer, Ah wish to thank you for your fine an 
inspirm message. Ah ain't goin' to apologize for the size of 
the congregation because Ah'm sure you understand all the 
boys are mighty busy these days. 

"However, Ah wish also to say that while we don't 
usually pass the collection plate in a Navy chapel, today 
we are goin' to pass it. . . ." 

Pappy's story would quit quoting Pappy long enough to 
make an observation: "Say, them eighteen kids began 
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lookin' at me outa the corners of their eyes and they was 
ready to bolt. Ah knew what they were thinkin\ They were 
thinking Why, you oY gray-haired maverick. Here we come 
down to church and they's only eighteen of us an now that 
ol' gray-haired bastard has got us cornered and is gonna 
put the bite on us/ Boy, they were mad!" 

Then he would go back into quotes. 

"Yes, suh, today we are goin' to pass the plate — in 
reverse. 

"Every man who goes outa this chapel gets a five dollar 
bill at the door. 

"Moreover, the Lord has been good to me an' Ah'd kinda 
like to lend him a hand again. Ah don't know just when but 
Ah aim to pass the plate again." And Pappy sat down. 

The next Sunday there were five hundred at church and 
the Sunday after that the place was packed. 

"They were all down there listenin' to the preacher an' 
waitin' for the jackpot," he said. 

He played possum a few Sundays until the case load fell 
off to the point where it would cost him only $500, and then 
he went to church and subsidized the Lord again. 

Therafter attendance went up to standing room only 
again, then fell off and at last stabilized at an average of 
two hundred, a gain for the Lord of something like 1,100 
per cent. 

As an unarmed soldier of the Lord, Pappy didn't want to 
show any partiality, and so he went around to the Catholic 
chaplain and offered to boost his attendance records. 

"Thanks, Pappy, but you don't need to do that. Our boys 
always come to church," the padre said. 
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"But Ah got him forty more regular customers anyhow," 
Pappy related. "He was sure surprised." 

It was easier to be cheerful in Aiea than to avoid it. A 
good share of the responsibility for it could be laid against 
the staff who themselves were outsandingly cheerful, help- 
ful, and patient individuals for the most part. You could 
get a grin out of a nurse or corpsman without trying and, 
whenever you yelled about your aches or pains somebody 
usually found time to come around and look at them and 
occasionally found means to eliminate them. 

A couple of helpful gentlemen were the Catholic chap- 
lain, Father Wheeler, and the Protestant minister, Chap- 
lain Casey. Their names caused some bewilderment inas- 
much as they seemed to have got their creeds mixed, or else 
their ancestry. The confusion was no better when Chap- 
lain Casey was appointed also to administer to the spiritual 
needs of Jewish patients and thereupon became Rabbi 
Casey part time. 

Shortly Padre Hurley, the Fourth Marine Division's 
famous Catholic chaplain from Chicago, arrived as a pa- 
tient, entering the hospital like a gale from off Lake Michi- 
gan. The first time I met Chaplain Hurley he came limping 
and lumbering into the 176th Army Station Hospital at 
Saipan, roaring his single word credo "Rugged!" 

He appeared to have adopted that marine word, which 
means any situation wearying, sickening, boring, or danger- 
ous, as a one-shot cure-all for those who came to him bear- 
ing TS chits. A TS chit is what you get in the Marines when 
your spirits are low and you need a chat with the chaplain. 
- Although the padre had assorted holes in him, fruit of 
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landing too early on Iwo and trusting his faith to take care 
of him while he took care of the wounded and dying under 
fire, it was difficult to imagine that he was wounded. He was 
all over the place, bending over the bunks of his sick flock, 
roaring, laughing, praying, mothering this bunch of bat- 
tered warriors with all the subtlety and affectionate warmth 
of a lady grizzly bear. 

"Jumping Joe" Chambers, a wounded battalion com- 
mander, had a few words to say about Padre Hurley when 
the padre wasn't listening. 

"He's the bravest man I've ever known, the most honest- 
to-God religious, the best tonic for a bunch of men, and one 
of the greatest. He's the only one of his kind." 

If I seem to imply that Aiea hospital was a haven of Pol- 
lyanna gaiety, I am in error. I say the wounded are cheer- 
ful and they are, amazingly so considering that all of them 
have come out of a hell on earth, all are in some degree hurt, 
and many are terribly maimed and in constant or recurrent 
pain. 

Under the circumstances it seems to me that being mere- 
ly quietly content is an astonishing achievement. And they 
are that, almost without exception and almost all the time, 
except when they are in the grip of pain. 

Later, when boredom comes, when recovery begins, 
when the slow process of healing lags or is interrupted and 
the big outside beckons, then the fine edge of contentment 
is dulled and men become fretful and impatient. But in the 
first weeks almost every man accepts with quiet gratitude 
the mere fact of being alive as a boon beyond price. 

In the wounded there is not only thankfulness; there is 
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deep humility. They appreciate the full value of the gift of 
life they have received out of a time and place in which 
life was only a thing to be savagely destroyed. Life is sweet 
and they possess it humbly and with reverence. 

They have a way of deprecating their own wounds and 
worrying over the wounds of others. A man severely hurt 
or handicapped always can count on practical sympathy 
and unobtrusive assistance from other wounded men. 

I remember PFC Don Hansch of Duncombe, Iowa, a 
husky kid who was almost completely helpless, with both 
arms immobilized in casts crossed upon his chest in the 
attitude of prayer. He had to be fed every spoonful he ate; 
his cigarettes needed to be lighted by someone else and held 
to his lips for every puff; he needed to be bathed, and when 
he went to bed someone else must pull the covers over him; 
he was helpless even in the most intensely private and 
necessary functions of life. 

It was a busy ward and there were only three corpsmen 
for more than a hundred patients, but Don never starved, 
went unwashed, without water, or smokes. He was taken 
care of, and much of the care came from such men as Corp. 
Frank M. Bolek of Chicago, PFC Paul Bishop of Witchita, 
Kansas, PFC Leonard Silva of Oakland, California, PFC 
William Richardson of Riverside, California, or PFC 
Charles Reardon of Grafton, Massachusetts. 

Each was wounded, some nearly as severely as Hansch 
himself. But they gathered naturally into an unspoken com- 
munity of fellow knowledge to help one of their own who 
needed it — none knew better than they how badly. 
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PURPLE HEART 



Wounded men are likely to be introspective and self- 
centered immediately after being hit. There is something 
intensely personal about pain, discomfort, helplessness, the 
partial destruction of your own lately strong body, and for 
some the prospect of endless handicap. 

It is such an amazing and appalling thing that has 
happened to you that at first you are not aware of the 
possibility that something similar has happened also to 
many others. 

You don't feel like a hero exactly, but you do feel that 
your hurts and the time and circumstances of your receiv- 
ing them merit a certain amount of time and attention, 
maybe even sympathy and admiration. 

The notion goes away rapidly. You see so much pain that 
is not felt in your body, so much destruction so much more 
violent than that worked upon you, so much helplessness 
that is the burden of others, that your private hurts quickly 
grow less private and less hurtful and are soon merged in 
the whole community of hurt in which you live. 

And so, by the time they got around to passing out the 
Purple Hearts, most of the denizens of Aiea Heights were 
pretty well accustomed to the notion that no single one of 
them was a novelty. If they hadn't by then absorbed the 
idea that each man was only a tiny part of a big community, 
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then that peculiarly warmthless mass production ceremony 
was enough to remind them. 

Sixteen hundred patients, about a third of the products 
of Iwo then hospitalized there, were to be decorated at one 
fell swoop. Citations for the others had not yet arrived. 

Eight hundred of the recipients were sufficiently recov- 
ered to climb into khakies and assemble in the big paved 
court around the flagpole before the administration bulding. 

The other eight hundred were too broken up, feverish, 
infected, bound up in casts, blind, or short of essential parts 
to leave their beds. 

A public address system had been set up and through 
it were bellowed the names of those who were to be deco- 
rated. They were called out and arranged in groups of fifty 
until the court was full of khaki figures who, for the most 
part, showed few visible signs of what had brought them 
there. 

The decoratees were neatly up and waiting at attention 
when the first of a covey of shiny, star-bearing staff cars 
purred up the hill and parked. Out stepped twenty-two 
Marine generals and Navy admirals. 

Vice Admiral John H. Towers, deputy commander in 
chief to Admiral Nimitz, went to the platform and spoke 
briefly. 

"Today in the name of the President of the United States, 
you are being decorated with the Purple Heart," he said. 

He went on to explain what the Purple Heart was, how 
it had been instituted by George Washington, later pro- 
scribed, and finally re-established as a medal for the honor- 
ably wounded. 
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"All of you, veterans of the battle of Iwo Jima, have 
been honorably wounded in action," he went on. "It is with 
pride and humility that I congratulate you on this award 
by your country; an award bestowed in recognition of your 
accomplishments and suffering in battle." 

Each general or admiral took one of the assembled 
groups. Corpsmen and Red Cross workers followed the 
decorating officers, carrying armloads of boxes filled with 
Purple Hearts, and handing each medal to the officer 
smartly as he reached to pin it on. 

The decorating teams worked swiftly, neatly, and in less 
than half an hour the eight hundred mobile veterans had 
received the official thanks of their country for what they 
had expended of blood and bone and muscle. 

Then the decorating teams went through the wards, pin- 
ning the medals to the white breasts of pajamas. For each 
man there were a few words of praise and good wishes, 
a question about where, when, or how. Despite casts, band- 
ages, head caps, traction beds, and missing anatomy the 
eight hundred managed a fair approximation of lying down 
at attention during the ceremony. 

The whole business did not require much above an hour. 
It was neat, quick, and dignified, and I guess that is as good 
a way as any to pay a debt which is impossible of payment 
anyhow. 
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Chapter XXXI 
WHAT NEXT? 



How to behave toward men who return from battle muti- 
lated in body, or in mind, or in both is a problem which 
in recent times has engaged considerable attention. 

Some strange theories and fancies and old wives' tales 
have grown up among people who wait at home for war 
to give back sons, husbands, sweethearts, brothers, or em- 
ployes. If nothing else these serve to indicate that a problem 
really exists, either in the minds of veterans, or in the minds 
of people who do not know what to expect of returning 
veterans and are frightened of what they may find. 

I was wounded and for more than two months shared 
with other casualties the sort of life a wounded man lives. 
For more than three years before being hit I lived on 
terms of considerable intimacy with war and with most 
of the conditions of war which are supposed to brand the 
souls and alter the characters of men for the worse. And 
so I suppose I ought to know what it is all about. 

But I still don't feel that I am qualified to say what sort 
of person your Purple Heart wearer will be when he gets 
home. Too much depends on the conditions which will 
surround him, on what sort of person you are, on what 
he was before there was a war. 

I think it likely that he'll be pretty much what he was 
when he went away; if he's average, that is. If he was 
a thug, a weakling, a crybaby, or a great guy, youll likely 
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find that he's still a thug, a weakling, a crybaby, or a great 
guy. Nevertheless, having been through a violent emotional 
and physical experience, he probably has more chance of 
having changed than you. If you were a fool, tactless, or 
selfish, the chances are that you are still a fool, tactless, or 
selfish. That's your problem, but also it is his. If, on the 
other hand, you were generous, patient, possessed a gift 
for understanding or trying to understand, then probably 
neither of you will have a problem. 

On the theory that it may do someone a little good and 
is unlikely to do anyone much harm, I can say what he was 
like in Aiea hospital — or rather what most of us were like. 
No two were exactly the same, but I suspect the differences 
had little to do with war. 

For one thing, it wasn't necessary to be afraid of us. 
I acquired the notion from some who came to the hospital 
to visit that many people are afraid of the wounded, afraid 
of wounds, afraid of hospitals. They seemed to expect to 
see gore and mutilation in every bunk, whereas as a matter 
of fact most of us were pretty clean and presentable. 

That brings up another matter. Probably it would be 
a good idea not to build up preconceived notions about 
how he will look when he comes home. Don't get yourself 
worked up to a pitch expecting to greet a horribly scarred, 
limping, and helpless monster. In the first place, most 
wounds are comparatively minor and even most of those 
which were serious leave the victim whole, sound, and 
marked only slightly or not at all. It is almost a cinch that 
hell look more human than you expect. 

There will be others, of course. There will be the blind, 
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the deaf, the armless, the legless, and those so badly 
maimed that plastic surgery could not wholly rebuild them. 
It will be no use trying to pretend that nothing has hap- 
pened to these. They have been changed; they will live 
differently the rest of their lives. 

Some hospital visitors appeared to carry a burden of 
belief that wounded men don't want to talk about their 
wounds or the war, should not be reminded of their scars, 
are haunted by unspeakable horros, desire only to forget, 
and will resent intrusion into the private hell of their 
suffering. 

A woman magazine writer who asked me to show her 
through the hospital was typical. She wanted to know 
whether the men would resent her, would feel that she 
had no business to pry into the grisly secrets in their minds. 
She was afraid that they would detest her for bringing her 
sound civilian body into the presence of their pain. 

She might have spared herself the worry; when she 
walked through the wards they whistled. 

At that I guess I knew how she felt. I wasn't cut up 
much on the outside and I hadn't lost any essential part 
of my anatomy. On the other hand it was my business to 
see, question, and talk with a number of men who were 
badly hurt and some who, moreover, would be hurt and 
handicapped for life. At first I was afraid of being resented, 
afraid of embarrassing men with their physical loss. 

I might have spared myself the worry, too, although they 
didn't whistle. 

The truth is that most wounded men like to talk about 
their wounds and for the same reason, with overtones pecu- 
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liar to the vocation of war, that people like to talk about 
surgical operations. This is a pretty drab world, and nothing 
in it appears to be more interesting than the afflicitions of 
one's own body and the measures employed to remedy 
same. 

Moreover, for men wounded in battle there is a relation 
between their affliction and justifiable pride. Anybody feels 
that his operation is interesting; nearly any fighting man 
feels that the fact that he acquired his wound in the violence 
of battle fighting for his country entitles him to heightened 
public interest. 

I could be wrong about this, but I don't think so. 

There isn't any good reason to avoid asking a man about 
his wound, how and where he got it, or about the war in 
general. The theory that returned soldiers want only to 
forget the war is mainly hogwash and was, I suspect, 
dreamed up by imaginative characters who didn't know 
much about war outside the movies. 

If men wanted to forget war and war's associations, such 
organizations as the Grand Army of the Republic, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the American Legion would 
go begging for membership between wars. The average 
soldier sincerely wants the war over and done with, but 
he doesn't really want to forget it. Why should he? If he 
was in battle once or many times, he has lived through the 
most momentous experience he can expect in his liftime. 

I note that many conversations with veterans begin about 
like this: "I've got a million questions to ask — but I guess 
you don't want to talk about it ... " and that's about as 
far as the conversation gets. Commonly you suspect that the 
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questioner s tender respect for the GI's feelings is not so 
much consideration as it is a dodge to cover lack of interest 
and genuine ignorance about the war. 

It doesn't hurt a veteran, wounded or otherwise, to be 
questioned about war. But it doesn't hurt, either, to employ 
a little intelligence. Don't look dumb and fumble when you 
ask and he says he was wounded at Peleliu or Bougainville 
or St. Lo or Cassino. You may never have heard of the place, 
the time, or the battle, and you may not give a damn. But 
he does. That's where he spent his own blood and he remem- 
bers friends he trusted and loved who are now only white 
wooden crosses there. He may not be exactly clear on the 
significance of his spending blood there, but he knows what 
it cost. And if the venture showed any profit, you got your 
share. 

The sort of thing which causes veterans to clean up or 
change the subject is the left-handed questioner who says, 
"Boy, what wouldn't I give to have been there with you!" 
or, "I guess those lousy Japs can't fight anyway, can they? 
They're sneaky and treacherous but an American boy can 
lick a dozen single-handed." It's no good wasting hard- 
bought fact on someone who doesn't know what he's talking 
about and wouldn't recognize the genuine article if it were 
rammed down his throat. 

You ought to remember his outfit, division, regiment, 
battalion, company. It may be just a string of strange mili- 
tary lingo to you, but to him they were men he knew, lived 
with, cussed with, fought with, loved, trusted and saw die. 
He is proud of them, of his association with them. 

I don't want to pretend that some men aren't changed 
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by war, and by suffering, and by loss. How many have been 
changed, how much, and in what way are questions this 
nation will answer only with experience. Maybe well have 
a world champion criminal class after the war. I don't know. 

But I think I am safe in guessing that most men who have 
been changed have been altered for the better, by discip- 
line, by sacrifice, by hardship, by sharing these with others. 

Some, I know, have been made moody and resentful in 
hardship and long absence. A man hears stories overseas 
of strikes, profiteering, fat black markets, and easy spend- 
ing. You can't blame him if the stories are distorted and 
enhanced by distance. Nor is it his fault that the stories 
have a considerable basis of truth. In some cases the sim- 
mering resentments inside a man are, through imagination 
and the distortion of distance, transferred to his own family. 
He feels betrayed and in time the betrayal comes to stain 
also the people he has most reason to trust. The result is 
that the soldier comes home with a barrier between him 
and his people. I don't think the barrier is likely to last 
long — especially in those cases where he can see for himself 
that his people are not among the guilty. 

I did not set out to write a sure-fire recipe for handling 
a returned veteran. I don't think there is one. And if one 
exists, it is not to handle him at all. Why not just treat him 
as a member of the family, one who has been gone a long 
time and a long distance on honorable and interesting busi- 
ness? You won't need kid gloves for that. 

The same goes for wounded veterans — for most of them. 
It will be necessary to make exceptions in the case of 
permanently handicapped men. 
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I have said often in this book that the wounded are cheer- 
ful, but you must remember that I have been talking from 
the point of view of the hospital. In a military hospital, 
handicapped men receive the sort of help they need and 
it comes to them in a practical fashion, without hint of 
charity. Help comes from others like themselves or from 
those who are there and trained to give that sort of help. 
In the hospital no man needs to feel himself a burden, 
nor that he is begrudged the assistance he receives, nor that 
anyone shrinks from him. 

If a man without arms needs someone to feed him, bathe 
him, light his cigarettes, then someone does it. If a blind 
man stumbles and falls, someone picks him up and steers 
him in the right direction. Moreover, in a hospital a man is 
among his own kind, men who have shared his experiences, 
with whom he can live and talk on terms of mutual knowl- 
edge and easy understanding. In a hospital full of wounds, 
no wound is a novelty, even to the owner. 

It follows, I think, that wounded men should be cheer- 
ful, confident of the future — so long as they are in the 
hospital. 

For the vast majority of the wounded the future should 
have nothing in it to break their spirits or deaden their 
confidence. 

For the seriously and permanently handicapped, how- 
ever, the world outside the hospital may become a place of 
frustration, embarrassment, failure, obstacles, blows, and 
growing bitterness. 

The blind man who falls on a crowded street in Chicago 
may not find himself quickly picked up and steered in 
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the right direction. Confidence may take some hard knocks 
when an armless or legless man tries to find and hold a 
job. Cheerfulness may be difficult to maintain for the man 
who begins to feel that he is a burden on his family and 
is not too sure the family doesn't feel the same way. 

For these, the seriously and permanently hint, the re- 
entry into and adjustment to civilian life may be heart- 
breakingly tough. These men will need help — not maudlin 
sympathy, but intelligent help. Don't forget — they earned 
it. 

After the last war the shiny plating of prestige quickly 
rubbed off the status of a veteran, and the glamor of a 
wound honorably received on a far-off field of battle proved 
to have little staying power. I doubt if human nature has 
changed much in a quarter of a century. 

The ebb tide of the Second World War, too, is likely to 
leave bitter cripples selling apples and shoestrings and 
resentful blind men behind news counters. There may be 
those who will make a grim appraisal of the society for 
which they gave much of their lives, and they may find it 
wanting. 

THE END 
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